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Abstract

Examining homicide across Brazil’s 5,562 municipalities, we find that violence nearby
has a positive effect on local violence (diffusion effect), violence exerts an unusual
negative spatial effect in small clusters of communities in northeastern Brazil, and a
prominent poverty-reduction program (Bolsa Familia [BF]) has mixed effects. The
spatial dimensions of violence complement existing non-spatial research on violence
in Brazil, and the results regarding BF offer a spatial complement to research on
conditional cash transfer (CCT) programs, clarifying the sources of violence in Latin
America’s largest country and shedding light on the content and geographic targeting
of violence reduction policies.
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Introduction

Violence in Latin America generates heavy costs for individuals, communities and
societies. Building on previous research on the socioeconomic predictors of violence,
this study has two aims. First, it examines the spatial diffusion of violence. Second, it
examines a major policy intervention aimed at improving socioeconomic conditions
and which therefore should have an identifiable effect on reducing violence. Most
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